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Schools Unite Network “SUN” 
www.SUNnyc.org 

 
Special Year End School Report 

September 2007 through June 2008 

In this Special Year End Report, you will find: 

¶ an update on SUNôs progress 

¶ Juvenile Statistics for Manhattan North 

¶ safety tips and resources 

¶ information on the NYPDôs truancy sweeps.   

You will:  

¶ learn how easy it can be for you to make a difference 

¶  read acknowledgments of SUNôs participants and supporters 

¶ meet our Board and Advisory Committee. 

  

Dear Friends, 

 

Our thanks to the thousands of you who participate in the Schools Unite Network ñSUN.ò 

It is also a great privilege to work with an exceptionally dedicated and talented Board of 

Directors and Advisory Committee, whose participation I cherish every day. 

 

SUN Update 

The Schools Unite Network ñSUN,ò a unique and innovative Internet-based information 

exchange, was activated in April 2006 in cooperation with members of the police department, 

parents, schools, and other municipal agencies, to prevent and address crime and other safety 

issues involving children.  The program operates as a public-private partnership, to protect youth 

and promote initiatives that help prevent delinquency. SUN is established as a credible source 

for providing information concerning th e safety of children from the police to parents and 

schools. SUN also communicates incidents and reports of suspicious activity concerning children 

received through www.SUNnyc.org to appropriate decision makers in the NYPD on a timely 

basis for their prompt attention. 

 

The success of our youth requires collaboration among school administrators, law 

enforcement, parents and community-based organizations. SUN is an important 

component in reaching this goal. 

SUN is continuing its methodical expansion throughout Manhattan to include more parents and 

school administrators, with a special focus on the Latino and African American populations. We 

are planning to implement alternative technology, so that SUN Alerts can be received by voice or 

texting in Spanish as well as English. Directly engaging more parents and educators in 

addressing safety issues concerning children will help prevent more crime involving youth.   

http://www.sunnyc.org/
http://www.sunnyc.org/
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SUN Alerts are received by thousands of individuals from over 70 public and private 

schools, a 14.29% increase over last year, with over 225,000 hits received on our website.  

Since SUN began, over 100 SUN Alerts have been transmitted through its website, 

www.SUNnyc.org. All, except confidential SUN Alerts sent to heads of schools by written 

agreement only, can be viewed on www.SUNnyc.org or by clicking 

http://www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=all. 

7

SUN supplements police presence and connects at-risk youth 
with effective community services

Source: PLG internal data

ÅReducing crime 
involving youth

ÅReducing number of 
juvenile arrests

ÅEmpowering school 
administrators to 
resolve issues 
concerning youths 
internally

ÅEngaging more busy 
parents in the safety of 
our communities

ÅTransmitting incident reports from 
parents, schools, and community 
members to decision -makers at 
NYPD and other relevant agencies

ÅDisseminating credible information 
to schools and community with 
important safety information, 
verified by the police

ÅSUN training sessions for police 
officers, parents and school staff 
also fosters understanding and 
sensitivity regarding the needs of 
children, the community, and 
agencies involved

ÅDirecting at risk youths to 
effective community resources to 
help prevent delinquency

ÅSUN has received over 50 
requests for information, incident 
information, and comments from 
individuals pertaining to 
Manhattan, north of 59th Street

ÅOver 100 SUN Alerts transmitted

ÅSUN Alerts are  transmitted to 
thousands of recipients 

ÅMore than 200K website hits

SUN is an effective extension of NYCôs highly publicized campaign:

ñIf you see something, say something,ò focused on youth

Goals Primary initiatives Statistics since April 2006

 

Over the past year, members of the NYC Parks Enforcement Patrol began working with SUN, 

in cooperation with the 24
th
 Precinct, to help address the problem of graffiti in Riverside Park 

and on some of the monuments nearby. You can help the police identify and remove graffiti 

by accessing SUNôs Graffiti Reporting Form to transmit information on graffiti to the police. 

Simply click ñReport an Incidentò at  www.SUNnyc.org: 

i. provide a description of the graffiti observed; and 

ii. email SUN a digital photo of the graffiti, if possible. 

We hope you will take the time to share your thoughts regarding SUN with us, and click 

http://www.plgnyc.org/donate.html to make your end of school year donation enabling us to 

bring SUN into more of the public schools and upgrade our technology. 

We appreciate your involvement.  It is with great pleasure that I present our special year end 

school report to you. 

With warmest regards to you and your families for a happy, healthy and safe summer,             

 Jill Greenbaum, Founder & CEO 

http://www.sunnyc.org/
http://www.sunnyc.org/
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=all
http://www.sunnyc.org/
http://www.plgnyc.org/donate.html
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Statistical highlights for juvenile crime in Manhattan North 

September 2006 ï June 2008 

The statistics on the left detail all juvenile arrests in the precincts which SUN presently covers.  

The statistics on the right reflect the number of juveniles arrested for robberies in the same 

precincts.  

JUVENILE CRIME STATISTICS  

  All Arrests  
Change 

in   Robbery Arrests 
Change 

in 

Precincts 
9/2006-

6/2007 
9/2007-

6/2008 Arrests   
9/2006-

6/2007 
9/2007-

6/2008 Arrests 

19   56 60 7.1%  10 11 10.0% 

20   80 90 12.5%  21 22 4.8% 

23 149 214 43.6%  21 44 109.5% 

24 124 89 -28.2%  15 32 113.3% 

26   75 56 -25.3%  22 19 -13.6% 

Central 

Park   12 18 50%    3 14 366.7% 

        

SUN's 

Coverage 496 527 6.3%  92 142 54.3% 

  

Safety Tips and Resources: 

Do you know what ranks number 1 in robberies throughout New York City? 

The thefts of cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices, according to police.   

 

These are not just crimes of property. Click http://www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=15  

to view robberies of electronic devices reported through the Schools Unite Network to date.  

 

Parents and school administrators are asked to share the safety tips below to reduce the 

likelihood of your children falling victim to the fts: 

1. Keep electronic devices out of sight when you are walking through town. The idea is to 

eliminate the temptation of having these items stolen.   

2. Police also recommend that you change earpieces to another color; the white headsets are 

a dead giveaway that they are attached to an iPod and attract unwanted attention.  

3. If youôre using your cell phone in plain view, talk in a secure location. Be AWARE of 

your surroundings.  If you are in danger or feel threatened, go into a doorman building or 

store.  Be aware of store locations with Safe Haven stickers (a program administered by 

the West Side Crime Prevention Program on the Upper West Side and the Parents League 

of New York on the Upper East Side). 

4. For locations of Safe Corridors, Crossing Guards and Parent Patrols on the Upper East 

and West Sides, Morningside Heights, from West 110th-130th Street and parts of East 

Harlem, see SUN's Safety Patrol Maps at www.SUNnyc.org. 

http://www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=15
http://www.sunnyc.org/
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What about the subways?  Transit has officers at a number of stations, patrolling the platforms 

at dismissal time. To avoid being a victim: 

1.   It is usually safer to ride the trains in the car where a conductor is located, or in the front 

of the train. Experience has shown that when fights break out, they usually occur in the 

last two cars of the train. 

2.   If youôre going to rendezvous with friends, meet at a pizza place, the park, or someoneôs 

home, instead of the subway platform.  Hanging around a subway station makes you an 

easy target and gives a thief a great means of escape after you're pickpocketed. 

3.   When you are on the platform or in a train, be aware of your surroundings. Thefts of cell 

phones, iPods, MP3 and PSP players frequently occur below, as well as above, ground.  

There is no substitute for vigilance. 

4.   Avoid possible altercations. If you see a group of kids on the subway platform or the 

street, walk another way. 

5.   Most importantly, trust your instincts.  If something doesn't seem quite right to you, leave 

the subway car, or station if necessary, and report suspicious activity to the police and to 

SUN. 

 

 

 

Truancy Sweeps: 

 
Over 9,500 truants were returned to school over the past year by Manhattan North,  with 

the help of Transit and Housing youth officers, from 59
th
 Street to the northern tip of Manhattan 

on the east and west sides. 

 
JUVENILE STATISTICS :  

TRUANCY SWEEPS 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS 

TRUANT IN  

MANHATTAN NORTH  
9/2006-                   

6/2007 

9/2007-

6/2008 
Change 

in 
   

  9012   9529 5.7% 

 

 

Manhattan North Precincts, Housing Service Areas 5 & 6, Transit Districts 1, 3 and 4, and 

School Safety conduct truancy initiatives, especially when they anticipate large groups of 

students cutting class. 
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Truancy Sweeps serve an array of purposes:   

¶ They make students aware that they are being watched, which often encourages them to 

stay in school and pursue their studies.  

¶ They help identify children with problems, such as drug or alcohol abuse, so the children 

can receive the proper services. 

¶ They reduce the likelihood of juveniles engaging in criminal mischief, and others from 

being victimized. 

¶ They result in unanticipated arrests, including the arrest of an 18 year old with a loaded 

hand gun and 100 bags of marijuana in his back pack, and the arrest of two sex offenders, 

as reported by SUN this year.   

 

For further details go to www.SUNnyc.org , click ñSUN Communications Archive,ò and view 

entries under Special Initiatives and Rape/Pedophilia/Other Sex Crimes, or see the following 

links: 
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=25  

http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=42 

http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=41 

 

 

A little bit of your time goes a long way: 
 

SUN is an effective extension of NYC's safety campaign: 

"If you see something, say something," focused on youth. 
   

DO YOUR PART TO PROTECT YOUR KIDS   

Itôs easy! 

 

GO TO: www.SUNnyc.org 

  

To contact SUN about an Incident: click: "Report an Incident" at the top of the 

page. Information can also be submitted anonymously, by omitting the personal details 

requested in the report.   

  

To register for SUN Alerts: click "Receive E-Mail Alerts"  at the top of the page.  

  

To arrange for a presentation of the Schools Unite Network "SUN"  for parents and school 

administrators, contact Jill Greenbaum, CEO at jillgreenbaum@SUNnyc.org. 

 

To make a donation, click www.plgnyc.org/donate.html or visit our website. 

  
To volunteer, click www.plgnyc.org/volunteer.html. 

  
To view additional safety tips and resources and prior general SUN Alerts, click 

www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=all. 

 

Confidential SUN Alerts are sent to heads of member schools by written agreement only. 

http://www.sunnyc.org/
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=25
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=42
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewpost.php?id=41
http://www.sunnyc.org/
mailto:jillgreenbaum@SUNnyc.org
http://www.plgnyc.org/donate.html
http://www.plgnyc.org/volunteer.html
http://www.plgnyc.org/viewarchives.php?vcat=all
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Acknowledgments: 

Our deepest admiration and respect go to Assistant Chief Ray Diaz, Commanding Officer of Patrol Borough 

Manhattan North ñPBMN,ò Deputy Chief Michael Oveis of PBMN, and Lt. Kevin OôConnor of School 

Safety in Manhattan North, for their participation, guidance and support of the Schools Unite Network ñSUN.ò 

Special thanks to the many outstanding members of the police department who work with SUN to help 

keep your kids safe and on track in Manhattan North, Transit, and now Manhattan South School Safety, 

under the leadership of Captain Richard Roth.  

Our thanks to the parents and school administrators who participate in SUN.   

We are grateful to: 

¶ the many participating block associations and community groups; 

¶ Manhattan District Attorneyôs Office-Community Affairs; 

¶ Precinct Community Councils; 

¶ members of the Department of Education, including DJ Shepard, District 3 Family Engagement 

Advocate; and 

¶ the NYC Parks Enforcement Patrol 

 

We would also not exist if it were not for the generous and continued contributions from our member 

institutions, individuals, foundation supporters and community grants, including:  

¶ Westside Federation of Neighborhood and Block Associations, Miriam Febus, President 

¶ the West End Collegiate Church 

¶ elected officials, including NYS Assembly Member Linda  Rosenthal and NYC Council Members 

Gale Brewer, Daniel Garodnick, and Robert Jackson. 

 
 

Board of Directors and Advisory Committee:  
 

Judge Milton Mollen (ret.), Chairman of the Board. After retiring as the Presiding Justice of the Appellate 

Division of the State Supreme Court, 2
nd

 Dept., among his many accomplishments, Judge Mollen served as 

NYCôs Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and oversaw the development of the Safe Streets, Safe Cities Program.  

He later investigated police corruption in the 1990s as the chair of what came to be known as the Mollen 

Commission. 

 

Juanita Streuli , Vice Chair.  With the Police Liaison Group for over a decade, Ms. Streuli is a former teacher, 

who during the past 30 years has worked with the Police, Sanitation and Parks Departments.  

Tina Connelly, Board Secretary and Co-chair of the Parent Patrol Committee (Upper East Side).  Formerly 

Vice President of Planning at Warner-Amex Cable Communications, she serves on the board of Collegiate 

School. Her four children are attending, or have attended, public and independent schools in Manhattan,  

boarding school in Connecticut, and Yale University.   

Beth Rebarber-Punt, Board Treasurer. She has been active in the Police Liaison Group since 1995 and 

assisted in the formulation of the Parent Patrol Map for the Upper West Side. Beth earns her living as a 

freelance medical writer, and is the mother of a ten year old girl.  
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Jill Greenbaum, Founder & CEO.   In 1992, Ms. Greenbaum founded the Police Liaison Group in response to 

deteriorating conditions on the Upper West Side.  Ms. Greenbaum is an attorney with additional expertise in 

marketing, media and sales. Prior to attending law school and serving as an associate at Shea & Gould, she 

worked at WCBS-TV News as an assistant to Jim Jensen and Rolland Smith; and in sales and marketing for 

Temco Services Industries, an international, publicly held, commercial building and securities firm with 4,000 

32 B-J service employees. Ms. Greenbaum is a member of the Juvenile Justice Committee of the City Bar of 

New York; and served as co-chair of the Health & Safety Committee of Stuyvesant High Schoolôs Parents 

Association from 2006-08.  During law school, Ms. Greenbaum was a student clerk for United States District 

Court Judge Edward R. Korman in the EDNY, and interned at the United States Attorneyôs Office in the 

EDNY.  

Nathan Lubow, CPA. Mr. Lubow is a former partner at KPMG specializing in auditing and accounting, 

financial advising, insolvency and restructuring.  As head of the Police Liaison Groupôs Finance Committee, 

Mr. Lubow is responsible for overseeing the organizationôs fiscal requirements for the new IRS form 990.   

Steve Perez is the Chairperson of the Police Liaison Groupôs Development Committee. He is currently a 

consultant at the Bridgespan Group, a nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing leading-edge strategies and 

tools to the challenges and opportunities facing nonprofit organizations and foundations.  Mr. Perez is fluent in 

Spanish, and served as a municipal development volunteer with the Peace Corps in Honduras.  

Richard Aborn is the Police Liaison Groupôs Policy Advisor. Mr. Aborn was one of the chief strategists who 

advocated for the passage of the Brady Bill and legislation banning assault weapons.  A former Assistant 

District Attorney in Manhattan, Mr. Aborn is the President of the Citizens Crime Commission of New York 

City, an independent, nonprofit, non-partisan research and advocacy organization, which promotes crime 

reduction strategies and improves the criminal justice system of New York City. Mr. Aborn serves as President 

of Constantine & Aborn Advisory Services, which advises police departments, criminal justice agencies, 

corporations and other organizations in the United States and in Europe on high-level strategy and 

management issues.  

Sandra Kornblit is a Human Resources executive with the Direct Marketing Association, who was a 

corporate attorney with more than 20 years experience in both for-profit and not-for-profit organizations.  Ms. 

Kornblit is also a consultant to Pegasus Therapeutic Riding. 

Debra McEneaney is the Co-Chair of the Police Liaison Groupôs Parent Patrol Committee which oversees the 

production of the PLGôs Safety Patrol Maps.  Ms. McEneaney has been a resident on the Upper West Side for 

over 30 years and serves as a Safety Representative for Collegiate Schoolôs Parents Association.  In addition to 

her activism, Ms. McEneaney is a fashion consultant, with an MBA from Fordham University. 

 
Dr. Terrell Neuage designed our present safety patrol maps which are downloadable online at 

www.SUNnyc.org . He has taught technology on university, middle and high school levels. In 2005, he 

received a Ph.D. in Communication and New Media from the University of South Australia.  

 

Cathy Steck, who was instrumental in the expansion of SUN to the Upper East Side, is an activist and 

entrepreneur who moved from California to New York in 1995. Ms. Steck is the mother of two children.  She 

tutors at PS 30 in Mott Haven in New York, and serves on the Boards of NARAL NY, the National Institute of 

Reproductive Health, and Search for Common Ground, an international conflict transformation organization.  

SUN is a program of the Police Liaison Group, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 1993 to 

improve the quality of life and safety of New York City by working with schools, communities, businesses, the NYPD 

and other governmental and nongovernmental agencies. 

 

The Police Liaison Group will not be held liable for any disparities or inaccuracies in the above information.  

Although information is provided to and verified by the NYPD before transmission, omissions or mistakes may 

occur. 

http://www.sunnyc.org/

