It's a World
Full of Cops

SAFETY CZAR FOR THE 90'

BY EMILY TORGAN

Jill Greenbaum gasps as she gets
kicked in the abdomen.

“That was a sudden one,” giggles
Greenbaum, pregnant with her sec-
ond child.

Because Greenbaum is deeply de-
voted to her family and friends, she
takes other types of blows harder than
some people. The crime, prostitution
and homelessness rampant in her
West 90s neighborhood led her earlier
this year to spearhead the formation
ofthe Police Liaison Group, a commu-
nity group that supportspolice efforts.

“This ismyhome, and I don't liketo
run away,” explains Greenbaum. “I
don’t want to be pushed out by any-
thing, and I didn’t want my family or
children or old people to be either. En-
joying your family and neighborhood
| ishowyou get the most out of life.”

A softspoken, fashionable young
mother, Greenbaum was triggered to
start the organization by a neighbor’s
daytime mugging early this spring.
Shortly thereafter, she helped orga-
nize a May meeting that drew the cap-
tain of the 24th precinct plus three to
four hundred residents from a neigh-
borhood bounded by 89th and 92nd
streets, Broadway and West End Av-
enue, All of them were anxious to fa-
cilitate community policing efforts as
they faced violent mentally ill home-
less people and flourishing drug and
prostitution trades, but they neededa
push. To mobilize people, Greenbaum
wrote up the event in her block asso-
ciation newsletter, contacted the 8%th
Street Block Association, called block
captains and presidents of building
boards, and distributed batches of fli-
ers through police officers and door-
men.
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Now, the organization meets
monthly and sponsors large gather-
ings every six months, one of which
was held last Wednesday.

Already, the community group has
successfully fought a 91st Street 0TB
that had become a bastion of disor-
derly conduct. After the community
policing organization contacted
elected officials, Community Board 7
collected 300 signatures and obtained
data showing that the 915t Street bet-
ting parlor was OTB's second-lowest
earning New York City location, 0TB
sent Board 7 a letter stating that they
would not be renewing their 91st

Street lease, which expires in May '93.
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|  More recently, the PLG set. up

. committees to confront the neigh-
bor-hood's problems with homeless-.
nessand prostitution.

Greenbaum stresses that she has
had tremendous support from Hugh
Karraker, president of the West 90th
Street's Our Block ' Community
Group, Inc., and has appmc)ated the.
community’s help.”

Still, Greenbaum adnuts that her
professional training has helped her
pull PLG operations off smoothly. A
Brooklyn native, Boston University
graduate, and Brooklyn Law School
J.D., Greenbaum has worked in mar-
ketmg,medxaandlaw S

“It all helps me,” Greenbaum de-
clares. She also says her PLG work
keeps her intellectually shmulated
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she hopes to fine-tune it, then back it
up with legislative changes that will
make law enforcement easier.
Through working with the 24th
precinct, Greenbaum has learned
who the local homeless are, how they
spend their money, what their addic-

-| tion problems are, and what resi-

dents can do to help them. She’'s ex-
cited by new police initiatives that
target homeless individuals to deter-
mine whether they are violent and
what sort of help they need. She says
much of what the police confront are
multifaceted social problems that
have to be combated with social and
legal changes rather than just case-
by-case”:::reactions. = Recently,

Gy 4Gv4t Y«t e &orked WIth gonaess' b
v 1| man-Elect Jerry
ive about ening Laws that would get mentally

Nadler on strength-

homeless off the streets. 17 - |

Greenbaum .algo believes that
ity policing can be very pow:
erful in detering people who areon
the criminal borderline from becom-
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.-*When you see a gang loitering on
the steps of a brownstone drinking,
soon there'll be graffiti. The point is
stopping them before they break a
window, and head into trouble.”

Greenbaum admits it's sobering
for the group to realize that changes
take a long time to bring about, but
she calls the PLG tenacious and her-
self reluctant to give up. She loves the
comprehensive community aspects
of her work, shying away from pre-
senting any of it as an individual ac-
complishment. ’

“The wonderful thing is that it's so
collaborative. So many people have
the same feelings you do, and they
want to put in the effort to make it
work.” %




